
 

 

 

 

Saint Michael & All Angels, Stanton-by-Dale, All Saints, Dale Abbey, All Saints, Risley 

 

www.sdrchurches.org.uk 23rd January 2022 

Special prayer or collect for today - The Third Sunday of Epiphany 
Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder of your 
saving presence: renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our 

weakness sustain us by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ your Son 
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and for ever. Amen 

For latest updates, please regularly visit our website:  www.sdrchurches.org.uk 
and Facebook—visit Facebook.com/SDRChurches  

THIS WEEK:  
Sunday 23rd January: 
9.00am Morning Worship, Dale 
Abbey 
10.30am Communion with JAM Club,  
Stanton (livestreamed) 
4.00pm Communion with JAM Club, 
Risley 
Passages: Ephesians 4: 1-16 
                  Galatians 5: 22-25 
Talk: How to be Mature 

NEXT WEEK: 
Tuesday 25th January:   
9.30am See and Know, The Old School, Stanton 
8.00pm Hope Explored, Church Office and via Zoom 

Wednesday 26th January: 
10.00am Communion, Risley 
Thursday 27th January: 
6.00pm Heroes, The Old School, Stanton 
7.00pm Impact, The Old School, Stanton 

Saturday 29th January: 
10am -1pm PCC Morning (Old School,  
Stanton - open to all) - Living in Love and Faith 

Sunday 30th January:  
9.00am Communion, Dale Abbey 
10.30am Morning Worship with JAM Club,  
Stanton (livestreamed) 
4.00pm Evening Worship with JAM Club, Risley 
Passages: Ephesians 4: 17-24 
                   1 John 2: 7-17 
Talk: Don’t be a Sinner. Be a Saint. 

Do you need someone to chat to, or pray with? If so, get in touch, we’d love to help  
Email: elaine.warren@sdrchurches.org.uk  

PCC Morning which is open to 
all: Living in Love and Faith – 
what does the Bible have to 
say? Saturday 29th January, 
10am-1pm, 2022. 



 

 

  

 
 

 Ephesians – now where were we? 
Would you believe it’s been over two months now since we were last in the book of 
Ephesians? After our detour through the book of Ruth during Advent and an 
encouragement to not be ashamed of the Gospel over the last couple of weeks, 
we’re back to where we left off in late November. 
 
But before we move on to the next section, there’s still more treasure to be found in 
the first part of Ephesians 4 – treasure that’s of great value to us as we live out our 
lives as God’s people in our Benefice. 
And this week we’re going to look closely at a particular phrase Paul uses here: 
“speaking the truth in love”. This, Paul says, is one of the key ways in which we can 
help encourage each other to grow spiritually, so it’s worth having a good think 
about it. 
 
One of the things we’ll see is how important it is to have both of these things – truth 
and love. Truth without love can sometimes come across cold and uncaring, while 
love without truth can end up as ‘niceness’ but with nothing solid behind it. But if 
you get both together – now that’s a powerful combination! 
 
And what’s more, this isn’t something just for the select few – no, this is for all of 
God’s people! The church isn’t a bus with a driver at the front and everyone else 
travelling along as passengers – it’s more like an orchestra, where everyone has an 
important part to play in making a joyful noise! 
 
My prayer for us all this Sunday is that we’ll be encouraged and equipped to live this 
out all the more as a church family in this Benefice. 
 
James 

Tips for watching online via our YouTube Channel 
 

Go to our church website, www.sdrchurches.org.uk and click on the YouTube icon in the top right 
corner. This will take you to our YouTube Channel where you can watch our livestreamed services. 
We will always aim to try and be live for 10:30am, but you won’t be able to find the service for the 
current week until we do go live. Once we are live, it’ll be easy to find on our home page! 
If you find when watching live that the stream is buffering quite a bit, pause the 
video and wait a minute or two, and then press play again. Watching a minute or 
two behind sometimes solves the problem of it being ‘glitchy’ when wise. We 
continue to work behind the scenes to try and make our livestream as accessible 
as possible. Thank you. 



 

 

1.Church Office 
The office will be open Mon* to Fri 9.30am to 1.30pm. To contact the office, call 0115 9440609 or 
email: elaine.warren@sdrchurches.org.uk  (*Please note that the office may be open later than 
9.30am on Monday!) 
2. SDR Churches Livestream  
We are livestreaming our services from Stanton by Dale via YouTube. Our YouTube page can be 
accessed by clicking on the YouTube logo on our website www.sdrchurches.org.uk or subscribe to 
our channel and you’ll get updates when we go live.  
3. Covid Regulations - Places of Worship - PLEASE READ 
Mask-wearing in church for regular services is mandatory, unless an individual falls into an exempt 
category, such as a child under 11 or someone with a physical or mental illness or impairment or 
disability. Masks may legally be removed once in church, however, if leading a service or reading. The 
regulations also state that face coverings may be removed “when it is reasonably necessary . . . to 
sing including singing as part of a choir, or during a service or rehearsal, or for performance”  
This guidance only applies until Thursday 27th January, after which face masks will no longer be a 
mandatory requirement as announced by the government on Wednesday 19th January. 
 
4. Living in Love and Faith 
PCC Morning which is open to all: Living in Love and Faith – what does the Bible have to say? 
Saturday 29th January, 10am-1pm, 2022. 
Join us for an important morning at the Old School, Stanton by Dale, where we will learn more about 
the Church of England’s Living in Love and Faith (LLF) process, the background to the current 
situation, and how this fits with what the Bible has to say. We will also consider how to apply what 
we learn in the Benefice here, and think through some challenges for our own thinking and pastoral 
practices. This morning will be led by the Revd Alan Purser, and will be open to others from the 
Benefice who would like to join us. 
It would be really helpful to know beforehand if you ere intending to come along (for admin/tea/
coffee/biscuits numbers….). Could you please email the church office by the end of the day on 
Thursday 27th January to let us know. Thank you. Contact: elaine.warren@sdrchurches.org.uk 
 
5. Risley Church - Cleaning Help 
Can you please speak to Mo Tolson if you are willing and able to help clean Risley Church and 
Harrison’s Cottage as part of the cleaning team rota. It’s only an hour plus or so once a month but 
the help is greatly appreciated. Please ring Mo on 0115 9394982. Thank you. 
6. Congratulations! 
Many congratulations to Becky, Jonathan, Hannah and Lydia Sherwood (and grandparents Julie and 
Garry) on the safe arrival of Joseph Jonathan on  Saturday 15th January at 4.04am weighing in at 8lbs 
13ozs.  
7. Gift Aid Officer - Stanton by Dale with Dale Abbey 
After many years of Gift Aid information gathering, Sydney would like to gradually phase out his 
responsibility of this task over the next year or so. The duties of the role involve a few hours each 
year of putting data onto two spread sheets provided by the Inland Revenue. If this is something that 
you feel that you could take over from Sydney, then can you please speak to him personally. Full 
training will be given by Sydney. Thank you. 
 
 
 

Announcements 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sdrchurches.org.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Celaine.warren%40sdrchurches.org.uk%7Cd568205af59747f83c2d08d9aea18eac%7C24b28c38da1843c6b6d69933a397c6b0%7C0%7C0%7C637732831161702483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZ


 

 

Prayer Focus     China. China is intentionally reducing the number of overseas business people, students and 

       teachers, especially those suspected of affiliation to missionary organisations. Many overseas 

    Christians have had their visa applications rejected. Ask the Holy Spirit to equip Chinese  

    Christians with wisdom and maturity in this season and pray that the church will continue to  

    grow despite renewed opposition. (OPEN DOORS) 

Street Prayers Pray for businesses and residents on Woodpecker Hill, Rushy Lane and Twelve Houses. 

The Sick   Margaret Wain, Keith Sims, Jane and Ken Geary, Dot Barber, Ian Hill, Ian Howarth, Kevin   

    Parnham, Ann Gelford, Win O’Kelly, Alex Furber, Kate Roberts-Lewis and Margaret Nash. 

Bereaved    Families and friends of: Tom Roper, Michael Carter, Eileen Farrelly, Rita Holwell, Revd William 

    Cooney, Paul Gallagher, Ray Summers, Beryl Gomes ,Will Kenyon and Derek Adams. 

Information:  Website: www.sdrchurches.org.uk Rector: Revd Philip Selby  Phone: 0115 8605384  
Email: phil.selby@sdrchurches.org.uk  
Curate: Revd James Lee   Phone: 0115 7529135  Email: james.lee@sdrchurches.org.uk 
Church office: 0115 9440609 Office email: elaine.warren@sdrchurches.org.uk  
Pastoral Support Group: Contact the church office 0115 9440609 or email: rachel.hobbs@sdrchurches.org.uk or 
call : 07932 609106 or email: nick.jackson@sdrchurches.org.uk or call: 07767 377774  
Safeguarding: Contact 07398 609343 (Chris Holwell);  Childline: 0800 11 11; Diocesan Safeguarding Team: 01332  
388678 

Prayer Requests 
At the time of printing,  Barnabas Fund is working with the governments of three countries in three 
different continents, seeking a safe place for permanent settlement for hundreds of Afghan Christians 
who fled their country when the Taliban gained power five months ago. Pray that the Lord will open the 
way in His perfect timing for these faithful and courageous believers. Pray also for their protection and 
for peace in their hearts as they wait in neighbouring countries, which are also fairly dangerous for them 
as converts from Islam and their children.  
 
While the eyes of the world were focused on events in Afghanistan last year, Turkey escalated its air-
strikes in Syria and Iraq, the targets being mainly Christians and other minorities (Kurds and Yazidis). 
Turkey’s military campaign, which is supposedly against terrorists, has continued in Syria despite signing 
a ceasefire agreement in October 2019. Indeed, in the first year after signing the agreement the Christian 
region of Tel Tamer was targeted every month. Pray that 2022 will be a time of respite for the long-
suffering Christians of Syria and Iraq. The Turkish attacks of 2021 reminded them of the genocide a cen-
tury ago under the Turkish Ottomans and of the 21st century attacks by Islamic State (IS, ISIS, ISIL, 
Daesh).  
 
January is usually the coldest month in Lebanon and there can be snow on Mount Lebanon, where many 
Christians live. The ongoing fuel crisis was bad enough in the summer, but now with short hours of day-
light and the cold weather, people are suffering greatly. Both food and medicine are in very short supply. 
As politicians blame each other, the country is collapsing economically and socially. Some expect a new 
civil war to break out. Pray that the Christians of Lebanon will be peacemakers and hope bringers at 
every level of society. Ask that our merciful Lord will restore and rebuild Lebanon, that it may resume its 
role as a place of safety and freedom for Christians in the Middle East.  
 
A bill to recognise the Armenian Genocide has been introduced into Israel’s Knesset (parliament). If 
passed, it would also establish an annual memorial day on 24 April, which is already observed as Armeni-
an Genocide Remembrance Day in several countries. At the time of writing, the bill still requires approval 
from the Knesset Presidium (the speaker and deputy speakers) in order to be scheduled for a first read-
ing. Pray that the Lord will guide this bill through to become law and that, as more and more countries 
recognise the genocide, the possibility of any repeat will become smaller and smaller.  


